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PASCAL, paskahl', blaise (1623-1662),
a French philosopher and mathematician,
born at Clermont, in Auvergne, and educated
at Paris and Rouen. Equipped with the
best scientific training possible in his day, and
intensely interested in the development of
science—to which he made valuable contri-
bution—he held firmly to the belief that
absolute trutn is obtainable only through
divine revelation. As a boy he was very
precocious, writing a treatise on conic sec-
tions at the age of sixteen. In 1654 he joined
the Jansenists and entered their convent at
Port-Royal. From then onward scientific
and religious interests equally occupied him.
His writings include Provincial Letters,
Thoughts and Apology for the Christian Re-
ligion. He is sometimes inaccurate, but a
master of irony, and gifted with a graceful,
witty and brilliant style.
Pascal's Law, in physics, a theorem dis-
covered by Pascal. It has been stated as fol-
lows:
Pressure exerted anywhere upon the surface
of a liquid enclosed in a vessel is transmitted
undiminished. in all directions, and acts with
eq.ua! force upon all equal surfaces^ and at
right angles to the surfaces.
PASHA, pa shah', an honorary title be-
stowed by the khedive of Egypt or the sultan
of Turkey on high government officials, citi-
zens in private life and even distinguished
foreigners whom these rulers wish to honor.
In the army it has three grades, depending
on the rank of the officer bearing it—gen-
eral-in-chief, general and brigadier. Ad-
mirals, civil officers of the rank of vizier
and provincial governors are among others
receiving it. The title always follows the
name of the person; for example, Emin
Pasha.
PASSA'IC, N. J., in Passaic County,
twelve miles from New York City, on the
Passaic River, at the head of navigation, and
on the Lackawanna, the Erie and the New
York, Susquehanna & Western railroads. It
has a picturesque and healthful location, in
the most fertile region of the state. Its city
hall and other public buildings are fine struc-
tures, and it has several parks. The Reid
Memorial Library is one of the finest struc-
tures in the city. There are rubber and
woolen mills, dye and print works, brick-
yards, chemical works, silk mills and other
factories. In the vicinity are large vine-
yards, and considerable wine is manufac-
 tured. The municipal water supply comes
from above the falls, about four miles away.
The place was settled about 1679, was incor-
porated as a village in 1869 and was char-
tered as a city in 1873. The commission form
of government was adopted in 1911. Popu-
lation, 1910, 54,773; 1920, 63,824; in 1930,
62,959.
PASSENGER, PIGEON. See pigeon,
subhead Passenger Pigeon.
PASSION, pastiun, FLOWER, a large
genus of plants, native mostly of the warm
regions of America. They are all twining
plants, often spreading over trees to a con-
siderable length, and in many cases they are
most beautiful objects, on account of their
large, rich or gaily-colored flowers, which are
succeeded by orange-colored edible fruits
called maypop. They received their name
from the early Spanish missionaries, who be-
lieved that they saw in the beautiful flowers
emblems of the crucifixion of Christ. On ac-
count of their beauty, many of the species
are cultivated in hothouses or even out of
doors in mild climates. About ten species
are natives of the United States.
PASSION PLAY, a dramatic performance
enacted every ten years at Oberammergau,
a little village in Bavaria. The play repre-
sents the passion and death of Christ, and is
enacted by the villagers of the town. In 1633
the inhabitants of Oberammergaiij as an act
of gratitude because they had escaped a
plague which was causing much desolation,
vowed that they would perform every tenth
year a play representing the passion of
Christ. Ever since, the play has been per-
formed regularly and has attracted visitors
from all parts of the world. There are about
six hundred performers, all villagers, who
play their parts with religious fervor and
reverence. The actors for the leading parts
are chosen especially with regard to their own
likeness to the characters they are to repre-
sent. Plays representing the passion of
Christ were numerous in Germany as early
as the thirteenth century.
PASS'OVER, a Jewish festival commem-
orating the providential escape of the He-
brews in Egypt, when God, smiting the first-
born of the Egyptians, passed over the houses
of the Israelites which were marked with the
blood of the paschal lamb. It is celebrated
on the first full moon of the spring, from the
14th to the 21st of Nisan, the first month of
the sacred year. During the eight days of

